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Message from the guest editors 
 
 We are proud to present this special issue of Procedia Social and Behavioral Sciences, containing the 
selected papers presented at the 3rd Annual International Research-to-Practice Conference «Early Childhood 
Care and Education», which took place in Moscow from 21 to 23 November at the Russian Presidential Academy 
of National Economy and Public Administration. This is the one of the major events for the professionals in the 
field of early years psychology and education. The conference is a follow-up to the successful first ever World 
Conference on Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) organized by UNESCO from 27 to 29 September 
2010 in Moscow. The history of scientific research of childhood in Russia cannot be imagined without such 
outstanding scientists as L.S. Vygotsky, D.B. Elkonin, A.V. Zaporozhets, A.N. Leontyev. 
More than 750 scientists, official representatives of federal and regional ministries and educational specialists 
took part in the Conference on behalf of 21 countries: Russian Federation, Germany (guest of honor), Belarus, 
Hungary, Great Britain, Italy, Netherlands, Kazakhstan, the USA, France, Ukraine, Croatia, Poland, Sweden, 
Dominican Republic, Slovakia, Slovenia, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Kyrgyztan, Romania. Almost 200 speakers were 
registered for participation in the Conference and presented their reports with general aim to bring the major 
issues of the early education and the prospects for further research in this field up for discussion, showcase the 
latest studies in early education, enhance collaboration and network cooperation, as well as the use of 
Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) in the field of early education. Among the speakers were 
Asmolov A.G. (The Ministry of Education and Science of the Russian Federation), Brandenburg Ulrich 
(Ambassador Plenipotentiary of Federal Republic of Germany), Zinchenko Yu.P. (Faculty of Psychology, 
Lomonosov Moscow State University, Russian Psychological Society), Deborah Stipek (Stanford University) 
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and many others. The most interesting and significant reports were completed to articles and reviewed by 
scientists specialized in the related field. As a result a total of high quality papers were selected and accepted for 
publication in Procedia Social and Behavioral Sciences. 
Besides plenary sessions and round tables the program of the Conference contained practical activities. On 22 
November a training workshop «Designing activities with digital technologies in early childhood and primary 
education» was arranged. The participants of the training workshop got practical planning skills and discussed 
relevant issues of ICT use in early childhood education. The workshop was held by Prof. Ivan Kalas, Comenius 
University, Slovakia, Bratislava; UNESCO IITE expert. 
For the first time within the framework of the Conference the International Exhibition-Fair «Preschool Education 
Today» was held: 25 companies, providing services and products for innovate education, showed their 
achievements and attracted more than 1500 visitors. 
We are delighted to mention the organizations, which kindly embraced and ensured the high quality of the 
Conference: The Ministry of Education and Science of the Russian Federation, the Embassy of Federal Republic 
of Germany, the Russian Academy of Education, the Civic Chamber of Russian Federation, Goethe-Institute in 
Moscow. 
We have special thanks for Elselvier for the great opportunity to publish the works of our colleagues and make 
them available for the scientists all over the world. We hope you will find these papers interesting and useful and 
we would be sincerely glad if this publication promotes further international communication and interaction 
inside the scientific community. We highly support development of the psychological and educational science, 
expansion of the research, active publishing and maintenance high standards of education, training and practice. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Dr. Prof. Nikolay Veraksa,  
Dean of Faculty of Psychology of Education, Russian State University for the Humanities (Russia), 
Dr. Prof. Sonja Sheridan,  
University of Gothenburg (Sweden),  
Dr. Julia Elsner,  
Initiative counsellor, Goethe-Institute (Russia), 
Dr. Prof. Yuri Zinchenko,  
Dean of Faculty of Psychology, Lomonosov Moscow State University (Russia) 
 
